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土・日・祝のみ運行

0000837
テキストボックス
10月18日(土)・19日(日）は、観音寺こども園駐車場をご利用ください。
シャトルバスは、観音寺こども園駐車場、ＪＲ観音寺駅からご乗車いただけます。
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Ibuki island is famous throughout Japan for its production of Ibuki

Iriko, a high-quality dried Japanese anchovy. It is the only island in

Japan that retains the accent of the Kyoto dialect of the Heian period

passed down from

In the middle of
the Seto Inland Sea I
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- Photo : Kotaro Yamada

Walking up the steep hill from Maura Port to the village and through

the island's village, one finds a narrow path winding its way through
the village. The way the road is constructed is like a maze. This is
e because the roads remain as they were in the Edo period (1603-1867).
The old-fashioned scenery, which changes with each turn of the

alleyway, gives a sense of elegance.
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With a history of more than 200 years, this locally famous festival is held in early October every year to pray for a
good harvest and good health, and people parade around the island carrying a portable shrine called "Chousa". At

Hachimangu Shrine, a powerful kaki-kurabe (lift up contest) is held, and visitors cheer loudly.
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On Ibukijima, it was customary for the birth to take place at each family's home, and either the same day or the next
day, the mother and child would live in a separate room for 30 days. This is an unthinkable custom today, but it may

have been the wisdom of the people of the olden days in considering the health of the mother and child.
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Ibuki Hachiman Shrine was
founded in [124. Although

many of the island's roads
are narrow, Chousa's path

is a wide road that has
been built since the Edo
period (1603-1867).
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Aratama Shrine where
night kagura performances
are held in summer. Nishi
no Do is called “Okoji” by
the islanders, and during
the Edo period, a well was
dug and people came to
the island for water.
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The temple was founded in
1124 A.D. Many old graves
remain in the precincts of
the temple. The island
used to be a burial ground,
but the bones are washed
from the graves and placed
in the graves.
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Ibukijima Folk Museum
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Various materials are on display, including fishing tools used for fishing, such as uchise boats, a unique ornament
called “kake no io,” tools for daily life, farming implements, and a survey of the Kyoto dialect that has remained on

the island since the Heian period (794-1185). Many photos of life on the island in the past are worth seeing.
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Ibuki Island is a naturally rich island floating in the Seto Inland Sea, and is also famous as a
destination for the Asagimadara butterfly, known as the “traveling butterfly,” which visits in
autumn. The Asagimadara is a large butterfly measuring about 10 centimeters in length, with
beautiful black, white, and bluish wings, and is known for its long-distance migration of several
thousand kilometers. From spring to early summer, they migrate northward, and in autumn,

they head southward, their journey resembling that of a messenger heralding the seasons.
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Former Ibuki Elementary School Ibukijima Folk Museum Fallow land northwest of
Maura Port
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In October, many Asagimadara butterflies stop by Ibukijima Island to rest, and you can see
them dancing in swarms. Their fantastical appearance captivates visitors and gives them a sense

of the mystery of nature.
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Located at the northern tip of Ibuki Island, “Ishimon”
is a magnificent rock gate created by the erosion of
seawater over many years. The large hole carved out
by the rough waves looks like a work of art created by
nature, captivating visitors. This unique terrain is
home to a legend that once upon a time, a naval fleet
set sail from here, making it a place steeped in history
and romance that has been passed down through
generations of islanders.
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Located in Kitaura on Ibuki Island, “Goto no Ana” is a
large cave created using natural rock formations and
is a valuable site that conveys the history and folklore
of the island. The interior is surprisingly spacious, and
it is said that during the war it was used as a storage
facility for oil and gunpowder. It is also said that
pirates and bandits once lived there. In the past,
thieves were referred to as “Gandou,” and it is said
that this name evolved into “Goutou.”




